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Coronavirus Will Ring the Death Knell for Trump in 
Election 


Trump is so cruel that he is pushing the gullible voters into a virtual hell when 
they defy social-distancing guidelines and come without masks in Trump's 
campaign events. 


In order to downplay the effect of coronavirus (Covid-19) in the U.S., President Donald 
Trump has gone berserk. He is telling blatant lies and spreading fake news to make 
voters believe that the virus is disappearing so they should attend his divisive election 
rallies. 



President Donald Trump. Photo: White House 


After baselessly claiming that 99% of Covid-19 cases are 'totally harmless,' Trump again 
misled people on July 8 when he tweeted that "Death rate from coronavirus is down 
tenfold!" 


The fact, however, is that with over 3 million reported cases and 135,000 deaths, 
America continues to be the worst-affected country in the world. And there is a strong 
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possibility that the Trump administration is not releasing the actual numbers of cases 
and deaths which are likely to be far higher than the official figures. 

Meanwhile, top health expert Dr Anthony Fauci has already warned that the new Covid 
cases in the U.S. will reach 100,000 per day. As a result, the number of deaths will 
increase significantly despite Trump's false claim that the death rate is falling. 


U.S. Election: The Ultimate Presidential Fight 

RMN has launched this multifaceted editorial section to objectively inform the U.S. 
voters so they could take the right decision while exercising their electoral franchise. 
You can click here to visit the section and support this selfless initiative. 


Trump knows that he cannot win the presidential election scheduled for November 3 
without deception and fraud. While Trump is the only person responsible for Covid 
calamity in the U.S., he has been blaminc China and the WFIO for the contagion. 

Trump has been ignoring the virus since February by saying that it will disappear 
miraculously. Now, he fears that if he takes the responsibility for the increasing number 
of deaths, he will further lose his clout among the voters. 

Therefore, apart from blaming others, Trump is creating a false impression that he has 
controlled the virus, and now ordering different states to open businesses and start 
other routine activities. 

Fie is so cruel that he is pushing the gullible voters into a virtual hell when they defy 
social-distancing guidelines and come without masks in Trump's campaign events. 
Now, nearly 40 states are witnessing a sharp rise in coronavirus cases and again there 
is a shortage of hospital beds and other medical resources. 

California, for example, reported more than 10,000 coronavirus cases on July 7, a record 
rise for a single day, and more than 80% of Florida's ICU beds are filled while the 
coronavirus cases are increasing. 

If the devastating effect of coronavirus keeps increasing, most American voters will 
hold Trump responsible for deaths. In that case, he cannot win in a fair election. 
Obviously, he will have to play some dirty tricks with the aim to stay in power. 
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Europe's Covid Challenges: Climate Change and 
Digitalization 

Von der Leyen said that the start of the German Presidency came at a crucial 
point in time as the next six months would, to a large extent, determine the 
future of the EU. 

"Europe's most significant challenges before the coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis will 
remain the same once this crisis is over: climate change, digitalization, and the Ell's 
position in the world," said President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen 
on July 3. 



President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen. Photo: European Commission 

Earlier, the College of Commissioners met via videoconference the Government of 
Germany for the beginning of the German Presidency of the Council of the EU. 

Von der Leyen said that the start of the German Presidency came at a crucial point in 
time as the next six months would, to a large extent, determine the future of the EU. 
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"Not only must we overcome the (Covid) crisis, but rather we want to and we must also 
continue courageously along the path of modernization within the European Union," she 
said. 

She reminded of the urgency of the task to forge an agreement on the 
NextGenerationEU and the long-term EU budget in the European Council, saying it was 
the crisis that 'sets the pace 1 . "Every day we lose, we will be seeing people losing their 
jobs, companies going bust, and the weakening of our economies." 

President von der Leyen also invited David Sassoli, the President of the European 
Parliament. Angela Merkel. German Chancellor, in her capacity as rotating Presidency of 
the Council, and Charles Michel, the President of the European Council, to a meeting on 
July 8 to take stock of progress and prepare the intensive political negotiations that lie 
ahead. 

Von der Leyen also noted that the priorities of the German Presidency and the priority 
projects the Commission adopted were fully aligned - from climate change to 
digitalization to resilience. 

She said the Commission would also be closely working with the German Presidency 
during the 'decisive phase 1 of the Brexit negotiations, as well as on external relations. 

She also stressed that the two sides working together can help Europe navigate its way 
through the Covid crisis with strength and unity, as well as make NextGenerationEU a 
catalyst for modernization in Europe. 

Terrorists Are Exploiting Covid-19 Pandemic: UN Chief 

Mr Guterres said it is too early to fully assess the implications of Covid-19 on 
the terrorism landscape. 

The international community is facing a crisis like no other since the founding of the 
United Nations 75 years ago, said UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' in his opening 
remarks at the 2020 virtual Counter-Terrorism Week, in New York on July 6. He added 
that Covid-19 has caused severe disruptions to health systems, economies, and local 
communities around the world - and laid bare profound fragility in the world. 
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Mr Guterres (pictured) said it is too early to fully 
assess the implications of Covid-19 on the 
terrorism landscape. But the Islamic State in Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL/Da'esh), Al-Qaida, and their 
regional affiliates - as well as neo-Nazis, white 
supremacists, and other hate groups - seek to 
exploit divisions, local conflicts, governance 
failures, and grievances to advance their objectives. 

According to the UN chief. ISIL is continuing its efforts to reassert itself in Iraq and Syria, 
while thousands of foreign terrorist fighters battle in the region, seek to engage in 
conflict elsewhere, or linger in temporary detention while their family members remain 
stranded. 

Terrorism is increasing because the judicial systems in most countries have 
collapsed and the police are complicit in crimes. The criminal nexus between 
elected politicians, bureaucrats, and criminals has made life miserable for 
ordinary citizens. 

When citizens’ peaceful protests are crushed by the elected governments 
with force, innocent citizens react violently in order to defend themselves. 

This natural reaction is being conveniently termed as terrorism. In fact, 
terrorism is nothing but a new form of political system in which criminals 
operate as elected lawmakers. 

The pandemic has also highlighted vulnerabilities to new and emerging forms of 
terrorism, such as misuse of digital technology, cvberattacks. and bioterrorism. He 
added that we have a collective responsibility to facilitate the repatriation of foreign 
nationals, particularly women and children, from camps in Syria and Iraq, where the risk 
of Covid-19 is worsening the already dire security and humanitarian conditions. 

The exchange of views and ideas at the event will feed into next year's 
Counter-Terrorism Week, including the seventh biennial review of the Global 
Counter-Terrorism Strategy, the second Conference of Heads of Counter-Terrorism 
Agencies of Member States, and the inaugural Congress of Victims of Terrorism. 
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Mission Jai Hind Promises to Tackle Coronavirus 
Problem in India 


The party volunteers will go to villages and slums of the country with the aim 
to deal with coronavirus. 

A little-known political outfit in Delhi has embarked upon a colossal task of creating an 
utopian culture in India, a country which has been plagued by misery, poverty, sickness, 
and widespread devastation. 

Swaraj India - headed by its president Yogendra Yadav - launched a new campaign on 
July 4 under the banner "Mission Jai Hind" which is supposed to run for 100 days. God 
only knows for how many days it will survive. 



Swaraj India president Yogendra Yadav spreading coronavirus awareness among 
people who are defying social-distancing and face mask guidelines. Photo: Swaraj India 

With the support of a handful of volunteers, the all-in-one movement aims to help the 
country of 1.4 billion people tackle all its social, economic, and health problems once 
and for all. 
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According to the campaign, these volunteers - regardless of their strength - will go to 
villages (nearly 650,000 villages are in India) and countless slums of the country with 
the aim to deal with coronavirus and perpetuating economic crisis. 

Sounds strange, but this is the only way all politicians and political groups operate in 
India. They need to be overtly deceitful to hoodwink the voters and survive in the dirty 
Indian politics. Perhaps, Yadav is not aware of the magnitude of the crises that he 
promises to address. 

Although the Indian governments (State as well as Central) are giving understated 
figures of Covid infections, independent health experts estimate that over 100 million 
Indians are already infected and in the absence of infrastructure to dispose of the 
Covid-infected dead bodies, mass dumping of corpses is taking place. 

As regards economic upheaval, today more than 60% of India's population or 800 million 
people are so poor that they cannot have two square meals a day and depend on 
government support which is hardly available. 

When Swaraj India claims it can address these problems, obviously it is telling lies. The 
crassness of its work can be seen in the fact that the party leader Yogendra Yadav is 
delivering a shallow sermon on coronavirus when people around him are standing close 
to each other without wearing face masks (see picture above). 

POLITICAL VACUUM 

Since his focus is only on deceptive politics, Yadav did not tell the participants to 
maintain physical distance and wear masks - the essential prerequisites to contain the 
Covid-19 contagion. 

In his message, the Swaraj India leader said that the government is washing its hands of 
the health and economic crises and his "Mission Jai Hind" will work as a silver bullet to 
save Indians from all impending disasters. 

In a recent article. Yadav also warned that the mainstream opposition parties in India 
have lost their relevance in the political game being played by PM Narendra Modi and 
his close associate Home Minister Amit Shah . In order to fill the political vacuum, Yadav 
suggests to usher in a new political model on the lines of his "Mission Jai Hind." 
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But Yadav's rhetoric is usually limited to only a few tweets or noisy TV debates or a few 
articles randomly published here and there. He and his party Swaraj India have 
repeatedly failed to prove their relevance in the Indian politics driven by bigotry and 
authoritarianism. 

Although Yadav has tasted the flavor of contemporary Indian political model that works 
as a despotic system of governance under the garb of democracy, he refuses to learn 
from his experiences. 

FAILURE OF ANTI-CAA PROTESTS 

He knows that his "Mission Jai Hind" drama will not go beyond a few streets, but he is 
trying to position it as a national campaign to target the Modi government. If his new 
campaign tried to gain public support, it will be mercilessly crushed by the authorities 
like it happened in the case of the Citizenship Amendment Act ( 3AA) protests that 
challenged the decisions of the Modi government. 

After leaving the anti-CAA protesters in the lurch (most of whom are languishing in jails 
under false allegations), Yadav has changed his track to launch an irrelevant "Mission 
Jai Hind" gimmick because its impact cannot be measured to hold him accountable for 
its debacle. 

The top priority of Yadav's "Mission Jai Hind" should be to get the CAA protesters - 
students and others - released from jails. This will be the first test of the authenticity of 
his intentions. Otherwise, people will not get associated with any of Swaraj India 
campaigns. 

The party keeps floating such halfhearted Twitter campaigns to give unsolicited advice 
to the government. But the truth is that its advice falls on deaf ears because Swaraj 
India has not reached the stature from where it could be heard. 

NEW POLITICAL MODEL 

Yadav and Swaraj India must realize that they will not be able to apply their idea of 
politics with a few tweets or social media messages. They need to create a 
comprehensive content platform in multiple languages to identify the problems in India 
and offer corresponding solutions. 
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Each solution should have a distinct roadmap to achieve it. The entire exercise needs to 
be brought to the level of a freedom movement. Swaraj India must also know that no 
freedom movement can be run from the comforts of your home. Street is the only place 
to begin and continue any struggle. 

At this juncture, Swaraj India should not invite volunteers to handle the mundane tasks 
such as coronavirus awareness interactions. Rather, it needs to enroll volunteers who 
want to restore true democracy in the country. 

And in their long-haul struggle, they should be ready to face police brutality and go to 
jails even under false charges. The first group of such volunteers should be the top 
brass of Swaraj India party. 

This is the only pathway to introduce the new political model that Yadav and his party 
aspire to implement in India. 

Coronavirus Returns After Lifting Lockdown 
Restrictions: WHO 

Health experts suggest that the virus will wreak more havoc in the 
July-September period. 


With the Covid-19 pandemic receding in some 
countries and cities, the United Nations is 
working with Governments to fine-tune plans to 
reopen battered economies. 

The UN warns that complacency and lifting 
"stay-at-home" orders and other restrictions too 
fast could invite a second wave of new cases. 

A resurgence of new cases is already occurring after they lifted lockdowns, even in 
countries that had successfully flattened the Covid-19 curve. In countries seeing 
positive signs, "the biggest threat now is complacency," said WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (pictured). 
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Health experts warn that the virus will wreak more havoc in the July-September period 
when the infection will reach its peak, although it will continue to kill people even after 
September. 

It is also being observed that the lockdown restrictions are being lifted arbitrarily in 
despotic regimes which are being ruled by authoritarian rulers. 

Coronavirus is causing enormous damage and deaths in such countries, although the 
ruling politicians are downplaying the effect of infection and releasing understated data 
on deaths from the virus. 

Currently, with over 13 million cases and 575,000 reported deaths, coronavirus has 
severely hit more than 150 countries of the world. 

Corruption, Pollution, Infection in Delhi 

Corruption is the main reason that today India's capital New Delhi has 
become the pollution capital and infection capital of the world. 

A massive case of citywide corruption lends credence to the fact that Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal is running one of the most corrupt governments in India. 

In the recent Delhi Assembly election, Kejriwal's Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) had fielded 36 
of the 70 candidates who have serious criminal charges against them, and almost every 
bureaucrat in his government is operating as a thief or a dacoit. 

As a result, Delhi is the worst-managed state where coronavirus is spreading in almost 
every street and where the left hand doesn't know what the right hand is doing in the 
so-called administration. 

In this case of citywide corruption, Delhi's top bureaucrats, police, builders' mafia, and 
local gangsters are involved. 

Although the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) of India has repeatedly asked the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to investigate this case, the CBI has been ignoring 
the CVC's directions in order to protect the bureaucrats and others who are among the 
accused in this case. 
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Similarly, the Delhi Government headed by Kejriwal has been trying to protect the 
accused bureaucrats who are involved in this huge corruption racket involving 
corruption money of hundreds of crores of rupees. 



Office of the Registrar Cooperative Societies (RCS) of Delhi Government, which is among the 
most corrupt departments of India. Photo: Rakesh Raman / RMN News Service 


The massive bureaucratic corruption in Delhi is an archetypal example that shows why 
India is still a poor, underdeveloped country even after more than 7 decades of its 
independence. 

As I have been reporting about this bureaucrats- and police-led criminal enterprise for 
more than a year, I am receiving repeated threats for my editorial and anti-corruption 
work. Recently, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India issued a notice 
to the Commissioner of Delhi Police to protect me and my rights as a journalist. 


You can click here to download and study the full report that I sent to CVC. 


Rakesh Raman 
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Brazil: Corruption Probes Launched into Misuse of 
Covid-19 Funds 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil's most populous state, a large purchase of imported 
ventilators is under investigation. 

Super spreader Brazil which is at No. 2 in the list of most-affected countries of 
coronavirus cases, is also among the most corrupt countries where officials are 
exploiting the pandemic to make illegal money. 

Of late, a number of corruption investigations have been launched into the alleged 
misuse of public money for Covid-19 emergency procurement. 
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Transparency International Brazil 


According to a CNN report of July 8, the investigations have reached all levels of 
government, including three state governors who have come under federal scrutiny in 
the past two months. The report adds that nearly 1,500 federal criminal judicial 
proceedings have also been opened into coronavirus-related cases. These include 
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investigations into misuse of federal funds, fraud, overpricing, and money laundering, 
according to a summary the federal prosecution office shared with CNN. 

The Federal Police has reported that the investigations into Covid-19 emergency 
purchases have been launched in at least 11 of Brazil's 26 states and the federal district 
while at least seven high-ranking state health officials have been fired or resigned during 
the pandemic. 

Moreover, according to CNN, two health officials in Rio de Janeiro were arrested in a 
probe - known as "Operation Merchants of Chaos" - into an alleged scheme to pilfer 
millions of dollars from a contract for ventilators that federal authorities say were never 
delivered. 

In Sao Paulo, Brazil's most populous state and the epicenter of the country's 
coronavirus outbreak, a large purchase of imported ventilators is under investigation, 
CNN reports. 

Also, the report adds that state prosecutors and an accountability court are reviewing a 
$100 million contract signed by the state government at the beginning of the pandemic 
for some 3,000 ventilators from China. 

Sao Paulo officials paid as much as $40,000 each for some ventilators, while the 
cheapest were bought for $20,000, according to the Brazilian Office of the Comptroller 
General, which notes that the average price per ventilator paid across Brazil is around 
$16,000. 

The state government has said the purchases complied with legal requirements. But in 
June, according to the CNN report, the state canceled the contract after receiving only a 
small number of the ventilators. 

Meanwhile, attorneys for the Sao Paulo state government have filed a lawsuit against 
the middleman company seeking a refund and fines for the unfulfilled delivery. 

The CNN report says it was a highly publicized debacle for Sao Paulo's government, 
which is listed in the middle of a ranking published by Transparency International Brazil 
of states' transparency in Covid-19 emergency contracting. 
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Mass Dumping of Covid Dead Bodies Begins in India 

Since the governments in despotic regimes are not taking any steps to stop 
the spread of coronavirus, people are dying in large numbers. 

As the government healthcare system has 
collapsed and Covid deaths are increasing 
in India, there is an acute shortage of 
resources to bury / cremate the dead 
bodies. 

A disturbing video shows that at least eight 
infected bodies wrapped in a plastic cover 
were tossed into a pit for burial in the Ballari district of Karnataka. 

An opposition party in Karnataka, Janata Dal Secular, denounced the ruling BJP 
government for throwing the bodies in an unruly manner, although the local authorities 
said they will investigate into the incident. 

"BEWARE! By chance, if you or your family members die because of Covid-19, this is how 
the BJP Govt in Karnataka throws away your body with many others into a single pit!" 
Janata Dal Secular tweeted on June 30. 

Earlier, there were reports that for lack of burial / cremation locations in Delhi, people 
were waiting for 4 to 5 days in a queue to get their relatives' Covid-infected bodies 
disposed of. 

Since the governments in despotic regimes are not taking any steps to stop the spread 
of coronavirus, people are dying in large numbers, putting enormous stress on burial 
systems. 

For example, dead bodies pile up in the city of Manaus, northern Braz while Brazil is the 
second most infected country after the U.S. According to reports, the local health 
system in Brazil has collapsed and gravediggers are burying the dead in mass graves 
known as "trenches." Reuters said in its report: "Soon, the city may run out of coffins." 
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A similar situation is expected to emerge in India where health experts predict a peak 
during the July-September period when millions of people will get infected and at least 
hundreds of thousands are expected to die. 

Covid Crisis: Tech Management Training for Small 
Businesses 

New technology deployment and management methods can empower SMBs 
to overcome the current economic predicament and achieve their business 
objectives. 



Digital Marketing 
and 

Technology Management Support 
for 

Small and Medium Businesses 


Tech solutions to overcome COVID-19 challenges. 


The ostensible financial relief 
packages announced by various governments for SMBs cannot help them revive 
because there is hardly any demand in the market. 


There's no denying that the ongoing 
coronavirus (Covid-19) health crisis 
has demolished the traditional 
economic models and it has 
particularly hit the small and medium 
businesses (SMBs) which are 
struggling to survive. 


In order to save their businesses, the SMBs must work proactively to generate demand 
by using innovative marketing techniques and cost-effective production and delivery 
models. 


Obviously, new technology deployment and management methods can empower SMBs 
to overcome the current economic predicament and achieve their business objectives. 
The small businesses must learn to do more with less by selecting and using the right 
tech solutions. 


Here's a proposal comprising 20 tech training and support modules for SMBs. You can 
download the proposal and contact me for your training requirements. 

Rakesh Raman 
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DEATH THREATS FOR EDITORIAL WORK 



Stop killing journalists. Photo: UNESCO (Representational Image) 

As a journalist, I have been facing increasing threats including death 
threats for my editorial and anti-corruption work. The Paris-based 
international organization Reporters Without Borders (RSF) that defends 
freedom of journalists has urged the Indian government to save me from 
threats and persecution. 


After studying my case, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
of India had issued notice to Delhi Police so that I could work and move 
freely. Recently, the police filed a perfunctory response which does not 
give me any relief. The case is still under the supervision of NHRC. 


Meanwhile, the threats and slanderous attacks on me are increasing. You 
can click here to read the case report. 


Rakesh Raman 
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Open Letter: India Using Coronavirus to Curb Freedom 
of Speech 


The group letter informs that the coronavirus pandemic has been an excuse 
for curbing freedom of speech across India. 


As lawlessness and criminal activities are increasing in India under the government 
headed by PM Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah, a group of 99 former civil 
servants (including IAS and IPS officers) has raised deep concern over the crisis. 



Narendra Modi and Amit Shah. Photo: BJP (file photo) 


In an open letter, they have expressed their displeasure at the assault on the Rule of Law 
in India and on its citizens' rights to free speech and dissent, which are the basic 
elements of any democracy. These signatories to the letter are particularly concerned 
about the violation of rights to Freedom of Speech & Expression, Freedom of Assembly, 
etc., guaranteed by Article 19 of the Constitution. 


The letter informs that the coronavirus pandemic has been an excuse for curbing 
freedom of speech across India. It cites a report of the Rights and Risks Analysis Group 
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which reveals that 55 journalists were singled out for writing on the mishandling of the 
Covid situation : threats, FIRs, assaults, and arrests were amongst the intimidating 
tactics used by the Indian government. 

The letter states that the police establishments across the country appear to have 
become proxies for the respective ruling parties and there is flagrant misuse of 
draconian laws of sedition and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). It adds 
that the misuse of these laws by the government has led to the arrest of journalists, 
intellectuals, university students, film-makers, human rights activists, and others who 
dared to criticize the present regime. 

"Any criticism of the government is considered 'anti-national' and invites punitive wrath. 
The law of sedition, itself a colonial relic, is resorted to by a succession of governments, 
but its application has sharply increased. From 2016 to 2018, 332 persons were 
arrested under this law but only 7 convicted, exposing the absence of evidence and 
exercise of vendetta," the letter states. 

According to the letter, the recent attacks on students of Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) and Jamia Millia Islamia choked the rights of students and faculty to voice their 
criticism of the existing state of affairs, including the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 
introduced by the Modi government. 

The detentions in Kashmir of hundreds of political activists and the suspension of 
communications for several months after the revocation of its special status is a blot on 
India's democracy, the letter says. Finally, according to the letter, the investigations into 
the February riots in northeast Delhi have betrayed an institutional bias against the 
minority community and the UAPA has been used against activists who opposed the 
CAA through peaceful protest. 

The letter says that social activists like Flarsh Mander and Yogendra Yadav have been 
named in charge sheets even though they are not amongst the accused. Meanwhile, 
according to the letter. Kapil Mishra and Anurag Thakur, BJP leader and Minister 
respectively, who had openly called for violence, face no action. The letter urges all 
Indians to unite in defence of the Rule of Law and Article 19, the repository of the 
democratic right to freedom of speech and to dissent. You can click here to read the full 
July 4 letter along with the names of signatories. 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 



Today, most organizations are struggling to survive in 
view of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic that has 
crippled the world economies. The deadly virus has 
also affected the working of our news services under 
RMN News Service and digital publications. 


Therefore, it may not be possible to produce and 
distribute most of our digital publications for the next 
couple of months. As our news services are also affected, we may not be 
able to publish the news stories regularly on our different news sites. 

The production and distribution of our publications will be resumed as 
soon as the situation gets normal. Meanwhile, you are requested to 
support the RMN News Service as well as our social work being offered 
through RMN Foundation with your donations . 

Currently, as the editor of RMN News Service and founder of RMN 
Foundation, I am running all these services independently without any 
financial or other support. 


Rakesh Raman 


Download All Issues of Covid Health Bulletin 
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Mav 1-15. 2020 

Mav 16-31. 2020 

June 1-15. 2020 

June 16-30. 2020 

Julv 1-15. 2020 


In large autocratic nations, the governments are not taking adequate 
steps to protect their vulnerable people from coronavirus. This is a 
kind of mass genocide to eliminate fragile populations in those 
nations, while the Covid infection is not quite fatal for the affluent 
societies. 
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SHORT STORIES 

President Donald Trump has used a figure in a British modeling study to repeatedly 
claim that he saved 2.2 million lives from Covid-19. However, the lead author of that 
report - epidemiologist Neil Ferguson - contradicts Trump's claims. Ferguson 
estimates that hundreds of thousands of lives were likely saved in the U.S. due to 
measures like stay-at-home orders, social distancing, and quarantining of people who 
test positive. Read More 

In an editorial report, "Profiting from death: the corrupt states and criminals making 
cash out of Covid" The Independent news site has detailed extreme corruption in 
Covid funds . Across the world, according to the report, as public officials and 
companies rush to respond to the coronavirus pandemic, there is a surge in abuse of 
public funds, ranging from irregularities to nepotism, in the awarding of contracts and 
old-fashioned graft by corrupt networks. Read More 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi has accused the Modi government of procuring 
substandard ventilators that are crucial for critical Covid-19 patients, and complained 
that the opacity in the PM CARES Fund is putting lives of Indians at risk. PM Modi has 
set up a private fund to handle Covid pandemic. Congress has alleged a scam in the 
purchase of ventilators. Read More 

Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro has tested positive for coronavirus. Bolsonaro, 65, 
has been downplaying the risk and opposed lockdowns. Highly influenced by the 
dictatorial attitude of President Donald Trump, Bolsonaro said he was taking 
hydroxychloroquine and azithromycin, an antibiotic, to treat his illness. But these 
drugs were not effective to cure him. Read More 

Angered by the weak response of the government to tackle the economic crisis from 
the coronavirus pandemic, thousands of Israelis demonstrated on Saturday, July 11, in 
Tel Aviv. In order to comply with the social-distancing guidelines, police allowed only a 
limited number of protesters into Tel Aviv's Rabin Square. However, the streets were 
filled with demonstrators who were wearing face masks. Read More 

The Public Accounts Committee in India, one of the most important parliamentary 
panels which scrutinises key reports by the auditor general failed to arrive at a 
consensus on examining the government's lackluster response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and the controversial PM CARES Fund that was set up to tackle the Covid 
crisis. Read More 
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WHO Experts to Identify the Origin of Covid-19 in 
China 


A well planned series of scientific researches will advance the understanding 
of animal reservoirs and the route of transmission to humans. 

WHO experts will travel to China to work together with their Chinese counterparts to 
prepare scientific plans for identifying the zoonotic source of the SARS-COV-2 (severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2) virus which causes coronavirus disease 
(Covid-19). 

WHO said on July 7 that the experts will develop the scope and Terms of Reference 
(TOR) for a WHO-led international mission. 

Identifying the origin of emerging viral disease has proven complex in past epidemics in 
different countries. A well planned series of scientific researches will advance the 
understanding of animal reservoirs and the route of transmission to humans. 

According to WHO, the process is an evolving endeavor which may lead to further 
international scientific research and collaboration globally. 

India on Course to Become No. 1 in Covid Infections 

Experts say that soon there could be 300 million infections in India which has 
lifted lockdown restrictions haphazardly. 

After leaving Russia behind on July 6, India became the third most infected country after 
the U.S. and Brazil, even as India has not been reporting the actual number of 
coronavirus infections. With over 900,000 officially reported cases, India is adding on 
average 25,000 new cases every day. However, independent experts estimate that the 
actual number of infections is more than what is being reported by the government. 

Experts add that soon there could be 300 million infections in India which has lifted 
lockdown restrictions haphazardly. With millions of infections which are not being 
reported, it is believed that at present India is at the top in the list of countries that have 
failed to control the contagion. 
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The Covid data being released by the Indian government is wrong because India is not 
doing adequate testing on patients. With only 1.82 tests per 1,000 people, less than 1% 
of the Indian population has been tested so far. There may be millions of infected 
people in rural India who are not being tested. According to independent research 
reports, India will have at least 300 million Covid cases at its peak which is expected 
during and after July 2020. 



PM Modi is asking Indians to hit their kitchen utensils to encourage the doctors who should keep working 
in high-risk hospitals to handle the coronavirus patients. Residents of Chennai break social distancing 
protocol and gather in groups during the 'Janta Curfew’ announced by PM Modi on Sunday, March 22. 
Photo: R Ramesh Shankar / BCCL Chennai and The Weather Channel 

In other words, the number of infected people in India will be approximately equal to the 
entire population of the U.S. which currently has the maximum number (3.5 million 
cases and over 135,000 reported deaths) of coronavirus cases in the world. 

Dr. Ramanan Laxminarayan, director of the US-based Centre for Disease Dynamics, 
Economics and Policy, and an advisor to the World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
World Bank, has warned India that in its worst-case scenario, 60% of its total population 
(or nearly 90 crore people) will get infected with the deadly virus. [Watch related video 
on BBC site. ] 
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However, in view of the lockdowns and curfews recently enforced by the Indian 
government, Dr. Laxminarayan believes that 20% of Indians will get infected, and the 
number may increase in the coming months if people fail to follow the social distancing 
of at least 1.5 meters from each other. He added recently that the Covid cases in India 
are likely to peak in July. 

Assuming that 100 million Indians are infected by July 2020, there will be 6 million (60 
lakhl deaths in India because currently 6% Covid-infected people die. This is a huge 
number which will completely ruin the socio-economic structures in the country. 

While the current Indian data is awfully wrong, there are millions of asymptomatic 
cases, false negative, and false positive cases, and at-home deaths which are not being 
recorded and reported by the Indian government. People who want immediate tests are 
not being tested because of crumbling healthcare systems in the country. And there are 
hardly any contact tracing and quarantine facilities available in India. 

The government wants to hide the devastating effect of Covid infection on Indian people 
because it will further tarnish the image of PM Narendra Modi, who has failed on almost 
all fronts in dealing with economic and social crises in the country during the past 6 
years of his rule. 

Meanwhile, in an ongoing RMN Poll. 82% people say that PM Modi is not handling the 
coronavirus crisis effectively. 

Most are surprised to know that Modi has not held even a single press conference 
during the 6 years of his control over India. It was expected that Modi would address the 
press now during the coronavirus pandemic to let Indians know the steps his 
government is taking to protect them. 

But Modi is so arrogant that still he has not called the press to share his plans to control 
the virus. It could also be because of Modi's illiteracy that he fears facing the open press 
where some journalists ask questions in English language. 

Since Modi cannot speak proper English, he does not go in front of the press and prefers 
to deliver monologues in Hindi which are so directionless and crude that most educated 
Indians ignore them. 
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RANDOM VOICES 

"Peace is not just the absence of war. Many women under lockdown for Covid-19 face 
violence where they should be safest: in their own homes. Today I appeal for peace in 
homes around the world. I urge all governments to put women's safety first as they 
respond to the pandemic." ~ UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. Read More 

"It is extremely unfair to conduct exams during the Covid-19 pandemic. The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) of India must hear the voice of the students and 
academics. Exams should be cancelled and students promoted on the basis of past 
performance." ~ Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. Read More 

"The United States' current coronavirus testing capabilities are simply inexcusable. I 
know it isn't popular to talk about in some Republican circles, but we still have a 
testing problem in this country." ~ Former White House chief of staff Mick Mulvaney. 

Read More 

"The biggest risk to the spread of the pandemic is opening up the schools in a way 
that is not safe. So if we're going to defeat this pandemic, we shouldn't be opening up 
more arena to spread." ~ U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Read More 

"India now ranks third globally in daily increase in Covid cases behind Brazil and the 
U.S. But the Hon'ble Home Minister (Amit Shah) says India is in 'good position'! Taking 
Zoom lessons from Kim Jong-un, Mr Shah?" ~ Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra. 

Read More 

"Any future Covid relief package needs to be measured, with a focus on getting kids 
back in school safely, workers back on the job, and delivering liability protections for 
individuals related to the coronavirus crisis." ~ U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell. Read More 

"This pandemic is spreading extremism as well as coronavirus. I'm trying to fight it, 
but I need the government's help." ~ Mayor of London Sadiq Khan. Read More 
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Free Residential Schools for Deserving Children 



Students at RMN Foundation Free School in New Delhi 


As India’s 2019 human development index (HDI) - which indicates the level of 
education and skills in a country - staggers at a dismal rank of 129 in 189 countries, 
there is hardly any workforce in the country that is employable in any professional job. 
That’s why joblessness is spreading like a pandemic disease. 

The proposed schools aim to overcome this problem by producing an employable 
workforce. The education will be based on a dynamic “Constructive Education 
Framework” that has been developed as an alternative education model. It connects 
education with employability and aims to produce morally sound and honest people 
with a view to build a clean and prosperous society. 

You can click here to download the concept note and support this initiative. 
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Trafficking of Covid Medical Products Is a Threat to 
Public Health: Research 

According to the research, the emergence of trafficking in PPE signals a 
significant shift in organized criminal group behaviour. 

Restrictions on movement imposed by governments across the world due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic have had an impact on the trafficking of substandard and falsified 
medical products. 


Interpol and the World Customs 
Organization (WCO) reported that 
seizures of substandard and falsified 
medical products, including personal 
protective equipment (PPE), increased for 
the first time in March 2020. 

These are among the findings of a 
research brief on Covid-19-related 
Trafficking of Medical Products as a Threat to Public Health. It has been prepared by 
UNODC with contributions from the World Health Organization (WHO), Department of 
Regulation and Prequalification, Team dealing with incidents of substandard and 
falsified medical products. 

According to the research, the emergence of trafficking in PPE signals a significant shift 
in organized criminal group behaviour that is directly attributable to the Covid-19 
pandemic, which has brought huge demand for medical products such as PPE over a 
relatively short period of time. 

It is foreseeable that, with the evolution of Covid-19 and developments in medicinal 
treatments and/or the repurposing of existing medicines, criminal behaviour will shift 
from trafficking in PPE to the development and delivery of a Covid-19 vaccine. 
Furthermore, according to the research, cyberattacks on critical infrastructure involved 
in addressing the pandemic are likely to continue in the form of online scams aimed at 
health procurement authorities. 



"> 4 


RESEARCH BRIEF: 
COVID-19-related Trafficking 
of Medical Products as a 
Threat to Public Health 
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Challenges in pandemic preparedness, ranging from weak regulatory and legal 
frameworks to the prevention of the manufacturing and trafficking of substandard and 
falsified products and cyber security shortcomings, were evident before Covid-19, but 
the pandemic has exacerbated them and it will be difficult to make significant 
improvements in the immediate short term. 

The report concludes that crime targeting Covid-19 medical products will become more 
focused with significantly greater risks to public health as the containment phase of the 
pandemic passes to the treatment and prevention stages. 

Covid Infection: India Begins Online Sale of Khadi Face 
Masks 

While the Cotton face masks are priced nominally at Rs 30 per piece, the Silk 
masks are available for Rs 100 per piece. 

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) under the Government of India has 
announced the online availability of Khadi face 
masks. According to KVIC, the online sale will 
benefit people in the remotest parts of the 
country particularly those who cannot afford to 
move out of their houses or visit Khadi India 
outlets due to Covid constraints. 

The KVIC is selling both Khadi Cotton and Silk masks. While the Cotton face masks are 
priced nominally at Rs 30 per piece, the Silk masks are available for Rs 100 per piece. 

The minimum order for online purchase of masks is Rs 500, wherein buyers have the 
option of choosing from the four types of masks available. These are White Cotton 
masks with Black piping, White Cotton masks with Tri-colour piping, Silk masks in solid 
colours, and Printed Silk masks in multiple colours. 

The KVIC delivers the masks for free within 5 days from the date of purchase. The 
online sale is currently available within the country only. 
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KVIC Chairman Vinai Kumar Saxena said the online sale of Khadi face masks has been 
started so that people buy only genuine Khadi face masks. The orders for the Khadi 
masks can be placed here . 


NATO Gets Ready to Face the Second Wave of Covid 
Pandemic 

Policy Directors also discussed NATO's approach to learning lessons from 
Covid-19. 


NATO Policy Directors for Civil 
Preparedness met by secure video 
conference on July 8, to exchange views 
and best practices in their response to the 
Covid-19 crisis and how to strengthen 
national resilience. 

They welcomed the decision by NATO 
Defence Ministers at their meeting on 18 
June 2020 to update NATO's baseline requirements for resilience, covering critical 
sectors such as energy, telecommunications, and the security of supply chains. 

According to a NATO communique, the updated baseline requirements will help Allies 
prepare for possible further pandemic waves, and support a common approach to 
current and future challenges in the interests of the security of populations across the 
Alliance. 

Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoana opened the session and highlighted the 
contribution by the Alliance and Allies' military forces to the Covid-19 response. 

Policy Directors also discussed NATO's approach to learning lessons from Covid-19, 
including the importance of further cooperation with partners and the EU. 

Courtesy: NATO 
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Coronavirus and Violation of Human Rights in Delhi 

The damaging effect of construction on residents' health and safety is 
increasing exponentially during the ongoing coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic. 


Today, unchecked construction is 
happening in Delhi's cooperative group 
housing societies where millions of men, 
women, children, and senior citizens are 
living. 

As this construction is spreading lethal 
dust and noise pollution in the inhabited 
societies, it is affecting the health and safety of these people. 

The damaging effect of construction on residents' health and safety is increasing 
exponentially during the ongoing coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic because 
construction workers come from outside to work in the housing complexes where 
people are living. 

This construction - which will run for many years - is also depriving people of their 
fundamental right to live in a clean, pollution-free, and disease-free environment and 
violating a number of Indian and international human rights laws. 

Construction and pollution are among the major factors that have made Delhi a 
coronavirus hotspot where Covid cases and deaths are increasing rapidly. 

I have sent a petition to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India to get 
this construction stopped. 


You can click here to read my petition. 


Rakesh Raman 
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Covid-19 Affected the Education of 1 Billion Students: 
Report 


The report recommends that States must carry out a multidimensional 
response to the crisis. 


An "education crisis" has plagued 
students the world over during the first 
half of 2020, and it continues in many 
parts of the world, according to the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the right to 
education, Koumba Boly Barry. 

Boly Barry was presenting her report on 
how the Covid-19 pandemic has 
affected the right to education, to the 44th Session of the Human Rights Council in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

According to the latest figures from UNESCO, there are still more than one billion 
learners affected by school and university closures. 

While the first phase has now passed and many schools and educational institutions 
have reopened, Boly Barry said it was essential to conduct a thorough analysis of how 
this period severely impacted the right to education. 

Using a human rights lens was essential, she added, particularly so the rights of the 
most vulnerable are protected. 

For Boly Barry, the long-term impact of the pandemic on education worldwide will 
depend on the measures countries adopt now. "The main question is whether we will be 
able to generate positive change, not reverse the progress made in recent decades," she 
stated. 

She also added that it was critical not to lose sight of the broader context, and reminded 
that 258 million children and young people were already out of school before the 
pandemic. "Public education systems remain underfunded and under pressure, 
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inequalities in education are intolerable, and access to education remains a dream for 
many," she said. 

The report recommends that States must carry out a multidimensional response to the 
crisis. The interrelation and interdependence of human rights is clear, the report states, 
including for example the right to adequate nutritious food (when food is distributed by 
schools) and the right to adequate housing (essential for home schooling). 

Covid-19 Pandemic Exposes Repression of Free 
Expression: UN Expert 

The pandemic has underscored how the freedom of expression reinforces 
public health initiatives. 

Governments around the world must take action to protect and promote freedom of 
expression during the Covid-19 pandemic, which many States have exploited to crack 
down on journalism and silence criticism, a UN expert said on July 10. 

Presenting his latest report on freedom of expression and disease pandemics to the 
Human Rights Council, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, David 
Kaye, raised serious concern over new measures restricting and punishing the free flow 
of information. 

The UN agencies that are supposed to protect the human rights of people 
have failed miserably. They keep releasing casual condemnation statements 
and sketchy reports on human rights violations in different countries. 

But the delinquent UN officials hardly take any punitive actions against the 
cruel governments. As a result of their complicity, the human rights abuses in 
most countries are increasing. 

"People have died because governments have lied, hidden information, detained 
reporters, failed to level with people about the nature of the threat, and criminalized 
individuals under the guise of 'spreading false information'," the Special Rapporteur said. 
He added that people have suffered because some governments would rather protect 
themselves from criticism than allow people to share information, learn about the 
outbreak, know what officials are or are not doing to protect them. 
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"In the past three months, numerous governments have used the Covid pandemic to 
repress expression in violation of their obligations under human rights law," Kaye said. 
"Since the earliest days of the pandemic, I have raised concerns about repression of 
expression that has a direct impact on public health information, including Belarus, 
Cambodia, China, Iran, Egypt, India, Myanmar, and Turkey." 

The Special Rapporteur urged governments to address five challenges in particular: 

• Reinforce access to information and share as much as possible about the course 
of the disease and the tools people should use to protect themselves and their 
communities. 

• End the practice of internet shutdowns and other limitations on access to the 
internet. 

• Refrain from all attacks on the media and release all journalists detained, whether 
during or before the pandemic, especially given the health risks they face. 

• Do not treat the so-called infodemic as a problem that criminalization will solve. 
Penalties limit the willingness of people to share valuable information and they 
are often subject to abuse. Government should work with social media 
companies, where much disinformation takes place, to ensure that they are 
transparent enough for governments to take meaningful steps to promote and 
protect public health. 

• Ensure that any public health surveillance measures are consistent with 
fundamental legal standards of necessity and proportionality and are transparent, 
non-discriminatory, limited in duration and scope, subject to oversight, and never 
be used to criminalize individuals. 

"I am further concerned about efforts to repress disinformation using tools of criminal 
law, which are likely to hamper the free flow of information, such as in Brazil and 
Malaysia," the Special Rapporteur said. 

The pandemic has underscored how the freedom of expression reinforces public health 
initiatives. Governments must ensure that their laws, policies, and practices meet their 
obligations in order to promote human rights and public health, the Special Rapporteur 
said. 
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Covid Infection Rate Highest in Delhi. Mass Exodus 
Begins 


The report has given individual experiences of a number of citizens who are 
leaving Delhi to go to safer places where the impact of coronavirus is not 
quite lethal. 

According to a research report "Silent exodus from Delhi,” a mass exodus from India's 
capital New Delhi is under way because coronavirus deaths are increasing rapidly in the 
city. Although Delhi is at No. 3 after Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu in the list of 
worst-affected Indian states, the national capital has the most number of infections as 
percentage of population. 

As of July 11, Maharashtra with a population of 120 million (12 crore) had 230,000 
Covid cases and Tamil Nadu had 126,000 cases in a population of 80 million (8 crore). 
But Delh with an official population of just 20 million (2 crore) had 110,000 cases. 

In other words, 0.19% people in Maharashtra and 0.15% people in Tamil Nadu are 
infected. But the Covid devastation is maximum in Delhi with 0.55% people infected. 

While the Delhi Government headed by chief minister 
Arvind Kejriwal (pictured) is telling blatant lies about 
the status of the contagion, Covid infection is killing a 
large number of people in Delhi. 

The new Frontline report reveals that the first wave of 
migrants who left for their homes on foot were daily 
wagers who did not belong to the city. But the current wave of reverse migration 
includes families that had lived in Delhi for decades. 

According to the report, these outgoing residents survived the lockdown in Delhi and 
hoped that the situation would improve soon. But on July 6, when the number of positive 
cases in Delhi crossed 100,000, no one was willing to believe the government's claim on 
the situation being under control any more. The report adds that the collapse of the 
public health system in Delhi, with patients being turned away from hospitals, and 
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economic problems, pushed families to take the extreme step of moving back to where 
they had come from. 

Even though the government used terms such as "community transmission" with 
caution, according to the report, the public could see that Covid-19 cases were surging 
through communities in the national capital. 


The report has given individual experiences of a number of citizens who are leaving 
Delhi to go to safer places where the impact of coronavirus is not quite lethal. 


Consequences of Uncontrolled Coronavirus 


The countries such as the U.S., Brazil, India, and Russia where the governments have 
completely failed to contain the coronavirus contagion will keep experiencing 
far-reaching consequences for many years to come. 


Consequences of Coronavirus 



Economic Sickness Unemployment Crimes Social Unrest 

Local businesses as well as Scarce government resources Joblessness will push people Millions of people will protest 

international trade will get and weak business activity will into the world of crime because on the streets to hold their 
hampered while investments increase unemployment. Young it will be extremely difficult for governments accountable, as 

will stop in Covid-infected people will become a burden on people to survive without the rulers failed to protect their 
nations. the economy. money. citizens. 


These consequences will include widespread health hazards, economic sickness, 
unemployment, unprecedented crimes, human rights violations, political instability, 
and social unrest. 
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Covid-19 Exposes Judicial Corruption and Human 
Rights Abuses: UN Experts 


Individuals and communities harmed by corporate bribery and human rights 
abuses often have no recourse and judicial corruption can be a major barrier. 

A group of UN experts has warned of the devastating human cost of corruption. 
including human rights abuses if governments fail to guard against fraud and bribery in 
health-care supply chains as they secure essential medicines and personal-protective 
equipment (PPE) in the fight against Covid-19. 


If medicines are diverted because a 
bribe is paid, innocent people 
deprived of treatment could die, they 
said in one of the key messages from 
the UN Working Group on Business 
and Human Rights report presented 
to the Human Rights Council. 





The Working Group urges States to 


act rigorously and in a more integrated way to ensure that companies are preventing 
corruption in business activities and ensuring respect for human rights, as called for in 
the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. 

The experts said that some rare positive examples had emerged during the pandemic. 
Some States have denied financial assistance to companies located in offshore tax 
havens, or required companies receiving support to act in line with the Guiding 
Principles. 

Others have required rescue funds be used for worker salaries and not for share 
buybacks. However, many more States need to take such measures and go further to 
make aid conditional on businesses respecting human rights. 

"Masks are disposable, workers are not," said Anita Ramasastry, the Chair of the 
Working Group. "They risk their lives going to work in grocery stores, factories, on farms, 
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and in hospitals and nursing homes. States should only support those companies who 
actively ensure their safety and well-being." 

The report urged States to implement stronger legal and policy measures. "Reforming 
beneficial ownership laws so that victims of business-related human rights abuses, tax 
authorities and law enforcement, have information about the ultimate owner of a shell 
company, strengthens transparency, safeguards against corruption and helps protect 
human rights," the experts said. 

"Targeted sanctions, asset freezes, and visa denials can be used against individuals 
who perpetrate human rights abuses and/or engage in corrupt acts. Public procurement 
laws must ensure that taxpayer funds are not given to companies that pay bribes and 
commit fraud, and that government contracts go to those that respect human rights." 

Instead of giving shallow advice to States, such UN working groups should 
file legal cases against corrupt politicians and officials in different countries 
so that they could be prosecuted and punished. 

The Working Group emphasized the urgent need for remedy for victims. Individuals and 
communities harmed by corporate bribery and human rights abuses often have no 
recourse and judicial corruption can be a major barrier. 

The experts called on businesses to ensure they devote additional attention to the 
Guiding Principles and to integrating respect for human rights into corporate 
decision-making, alongside anti-corruption compliance programs. To speed up this 
agenda, the Working Group encouraged the introduction of mandatory human rights due 
diligence legislation, as is being developed in various parts of Europe and in the EU 
itself. 

The Working Group members are: Ms. Anita Ramasastry (Chairperson), Mr. Dante Pesce 
(Vice-Chairperson), Mr. Surya Deva, Ms. Elzbieta Karska, and Mr. Githu Muigai. 

Corruption has devastating impacts worldwide. It causes economic harm and 
undermines the enjoyment of human rights. In its resolution 41/9, the Human Rights 
Council encouraged its mechanisms to consider the negative impact of corruption on 
the enjoyment of human rights. 
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Congress Must Start Online Sale of Its MLAs with Free 
Home Delivery 

Since there are still coronavirus lockdown restrictions, Congress should start 
selling its lawmakers online like most commodities are being sold. 


Amid frequent reports of Congress MLAs being purchased by the BJP, the family-run 
monolithic party should create an e-commerce site to sell its MLAs online because of 
intermittent coronavirus lockdowns. 



Ashok Gehlot, Rahul Gandhi, and Sachin Pilot. Photo: Congress (file photo) 


These days, Congress leader and Rajasthan chief minister Ashok Gehlot is alleging that 
the BJP is trying to buy local lawmakers in horse-trading deals with each MLA selling for 
Rs. 15 crore only. 

In the ongoing deal discussions, it is being conjectured that Rajasthan deputy chief 
minister Sachin Pilot will also go to the BJP basket. Earlier in March, Congress leader 
Jyotiraditya Scindia - along with 22 Congress MLAs - defected to the BJP, which 
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resulted in the fall of the Congress government in Madhya Pradesh. It is said that on 
average the price of each MLA was Rs. 25 crore (approximately US$ 3.3 million). 

But the trouble is that the Congress party which is facing extinction is not gaining even a 
single penny in all such deals. This should be the reason enough for the dying party to 
proactively sell its MLAs in the open market. 

Since there are still coronavirus lockdown restrictions, Congress should start selling its 
lawmakers online like most commodities are being sold. It should also make 
arrangements for the free home delivery of the MLAs. 

If an on-sale legislator has a proven criminal record, they should fetch more money from 
the buyers because criminals are more successful in Indian politics. The price of an 
illiterate MLA should also be significantly high because they have the capacity to go very 
high in the political stratosphere. 

In fact, criminals and illiterate politicians have a great probability of becoming chief 
ministers, home ministers, and even the prime minister of India. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandh who is jobless now should personally spearhead the 
sales and earn some money for himself and for the revival of his party. And other idle 
toadies in Congress should work as sales executives on commission basis. This is the 
only future that Congress can hope to see for itself. 

Defying Coronavirus, Protesters Throng Streets to 
Demand Putin's Resignation 

With nearly 730,000 reported coronavirus cases and 11,500 deaths as of July 
13, Russia is at No. 4 in the list of the worst-affected nations. 

Thousands of people protested in Russia's Far East on July 11 to express their 
opposition to President Vladimir Putin. Defying social-distancing norms and without 
wearing masks during the coronavirus pandemic, the protesters in Russia's vast 
hinterland chanted "Putin Resign" slogans and demanded the release of a regional 
governor arrested a week ago under the alleged charges of multiple murders. 
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According to reports, the protests in Khabarovsk, a city bordering China, and several 
other towns were the largest in Russia's mostly inactive provinces in many years, 
exceeding in size the demonstrations held last summer in Moscow, the main center of 
opposition to the Kremlin. 



President Vladimir Putin visited on July 1,2020 polling station No. 2151 located on the 
premises of the Russian Academy of Sciences and took part in the nationwide vote on 
amendments to the Constitution of the Russian Federation. Photo: Kremlin 


The reports add that Alexei Navalnv. a Moscow-based anti-corruption campaigner and 
Russia's main opposition leader, cheered the protests in the Far East, hailing the street 
demonstration in Khabarovsk as the "biggest in the city's history." 

Flowever, the state-controlled media ignored the protests while giving extensive 
coverage to troubles in the United States, particularly a spike in coronavirus cases. 

The protests come close on the heels of a dubious poll held on July 1 to accept 
constitutional changes that will allow Putin to stay in power until 2036. The opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny refused to accept the results of the voting, saying that it was an 
illegitimate vote designed to legalize Putin's presidency for life. Navalny added that with 
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the help of his supporters he will hold "street protests" against Putin after the 
coronavirus pandemic - possibly in the autumn. 

With nearly 730,000 reported coronavirus cases and 11,500 deaths as of July 13, Russia 
is at No. 4 - after the U.S., Brazil, and India - in the list of the worst-affected nations. 

Six Reasons Why Schools Must Not be Opened During 
Covid Pandemic 

The local governments should make custom roadmaps for each school. 

As many countries are planning to reopen schools during the coronavirus pandemic, 
here are six reasons why the decision can be wrong. 

1. The reopening of schools will expand the area for the infection to spread. As a result, 
more teachers, children, and their parents will get infected. 

2. Since the testing and hospital facilities are still limited in many countries, it will put an 
extra burden on the healthcare systems which may result in more deaths. 

3 . Many parents will not be able to afford the testing costs which are extremely high. 

4 . If a student or a teacher gets infected in a particular class, the entire class will have to 
go to a compulsory quarantine. It will cause disruption in the delivery of education. 

5 . If one or more deaths take place in a school because of Covid infection, it will have a 
depressing impact on the entire school and most parents will stop sending their children 
to such schools. 

6. It will not be possible for schools to repeatedly test students and teachers who can 
get infected any day and bring infection to schools from the locations where they live. 

In order to address these issues, the local governments and school administrations 
should make custom roadmaps for each school keeping in view the intensity of virus in 
the area where the school is located. These roadmaps should be publicly shared with 
parents, teachers, and the civil society through government / school websites to have 
their comments before taking the decision to open the school. 


Covid Health Bulletin by RMN Foundation | July 16-31, 2020 | Page 42 of 44 




Meet the Editor 

The editor of Covid Health Bulletin Rakesh Raman is a national 
award-winning journalist and founder of the humanitarian organization 
RMN Foundation. Besides working at senior editorial positions with 
leading media companies, he was writing an exclusive edit-page column 
regularly for The Financial Express (a daily business newspaper of The 
Indian Express Group). 

Nowadays, for the past 10 years, he has been running his own global news services on 
different subjects. Fie runs various environment protection, education awareness, and 
anti-corruption campaigns, and also publishes research reports on different subjects. 

Recently, he has also started a community-driven "Covid Connect" service, which is a 
free online platform that serves as a virtual connection between the residents and the 
Delhi Government in order to inform the government about the hardships that the 
residents are facing during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Fie has launched a multifaceted editorial section - U.S. Election: The Ultimate Presidential 
Fight - to objectively inform the U.S. voters so they could take the right decision while 
exercising their electoral franchise in the November 2020 presidential election. 

Fie also has formed the RMN POLCOM GROUP which is offering its custom content 
development and research services to political parties and political research 
organizations around the world. Fie has created an "Open Government" model for the 
Delhi Legislative Assembly to ensure an effective public oversight of the government 
activities. 

Fie has published the "Delhi Disaster Report 2019" which sheds light on the 
humanitarian crisis in India's capital New Delhi because of administrative and political 
downfall in the city-state. He has written the draft for Delhi Housing Societies Bill, 2020 
which is being proposed for implementation through the Delhi Legislative Assembly. 

He runs an exclusive anti-corruption social service "Clean House" to help the suffering 
residents of Delhi raise their voice against the growing corruption and injustice in 
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housing societies where millions of people live. He also has formed an environment 
protection group called Green Group in Delhi. 

He creates and distributes a number of digital publications that cover areas such as 
technology, law, environment, education, politics, corruption and transparency. He is 
also publishing "Covid Health Bulletin" digital magazine that covers global coronavirus 
news and views. 

He has been facing increasing threats including death threats for his editorial and 
anti-corruption work. Recently, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India 
issued a notice to the Commissioner of Delhi Police to protect him and his rights as a 
journalist. 

Earlier, he had been associated with the United Nations (UN) through United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) as a digital media expert to help 
businesses use technology for brand marketing and business development. 


About the Covid Health Bulletin Project 


The Covid Health Bulletin project is being managed by RMN Foundation. The Covid Health 
Bulletin news magazine is being circulated among the top UN agencies, global healthcare 
organizations, political parties, civil society organizations, lawmakers, social activists, 
politicians, and others in India and abroad. As the founder of RMN Foundation, I am managing 
this project independently without any financial or other support. RMN Foundation is looking 
for sponsors and collaborators across the world who can join hands with it to carry out major 
campaigns and projects to engage with different stakeholders who are working to combat the 
coronavirus pandemic. 


Contact 



Rakesh Raman 
Founder 

RMN Foundation 

463, DPS Apts., Plot No. 16, Sector 4, Dwarka, Phase I, New Delhi 110 078, INDIA 

Call: 9810319059 

Contact bv email 
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